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Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 280 Massasoit Road 
Historic Name: Higgins - Savage House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: multiple-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1835, ca. 1877 
Source: deeds, historic maps, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/cross-wing 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, sheds, 19" c. 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Front-gable addition to original house, ca. 1877 
Front screened porch & dormer added, mid-20" c. 
Wing added on rear, mid-20"" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 0.64 

Setting: The property is located in a mixed residential and 


commercial setting sandwiched between Massasoit Road 
and the state highway. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Documentary history suggests that the Higgins - Savage House was built in two stages with the house in which Joshua Jr. and 
Maria Higgins lived following their marriage in 1835 incorporated into a larger dwelling built for James and Hannah Savage in ca. 
1877. A more detailed inspection of the exterior and interior of the house is needed to elaborate on the construction history. As it 
exists, the story-and-a-half wood frame house has a cross-wing plan with the front-gable, three-bay fagade of the main section 
framed by corner pilasters and a massive cornice along the raking roof edge. The first story is concealed within a deep screened 
porch added later. The 1995 MHC Building Form describes the entry as having sidelights and a trabeated architrave with 
paneled pilasters similar to the central doorway in the wing. Three windows are evenly-spaced across the upper story. The cross 
wing is similarly finished with a three-bay front fagade with corner pilasters and a tall frieze along the eaves and a center 
doorway with Greek Revival trim, although without sidelights. An errant window at the junction of the wings may be a tell-tale 
sign of adapting an earlier house to the conventional cross-wing plan. The front-gable section appears to have a side-passage 
plan with windows on the northerly side for two principal rooms within. The cross wing is one room deep with a small one-story 
ell with a concrete block chimney attached to the rear for a kitchen added later. A one-story, gable roof annex of more recent 
date is situated behind the house and connected in an undetermined manner. A mid-19'"-century barn is located behind the 
house. The story-and-a-half building has sliding doors on its west gable fagade and a domestic porch on the south side 
suggesting the building has been altered for domestic use. Two sheds are also on the property and appear to survive from its 
farm use in the 1800s. The house is set back from Massasoit Road behind a yard but is heavily screened by foliage from the 
street and neighboring commercial properties. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In June 1872, Eastham farmer David Higgins (1804-94) sold to his son-in-law James Savage (1829-1926) a parcel of 
unspecified size on the east side of Massasoit Road for $100, and by 1877, when Savage deeded the property back to Higgins, 
probably for a mortgage, a house was standing on the lot. Two years later Higgins conveyed the title back to Savage for the 
$500 he was owed." The 1877 and 1879 deeds reserved “all the right that Maria H. Higgins has in the dwelling house.” Maria 
Holmes Cobb Higgins (ca. 1812-87) was the widow of Joshua Higgins, Jr. (1812-52), David Higgins’s younger brother, who was 
enumerated in a separate domicile in James Savage’s house in 1880. 


Evidently, a portion of the house, probably the south wing, existed as Joshua and Maria Higgins’s dwelling before its transfer to 
Savage. A house annotated with the name J. Higgins on the 1850 map of Eastham, appears to be Joshua Higgins Jr.’s although 
it is located on the east side of the county road, which was always changing in this period. In 1850 he had a farm of 30 improved 
and 10 unimproved acres with two horses, three milk cows producing 225 pounds of butter, two cattle and two swine. He grew 
rye, Indian corn, barley, potatoes and hay and had an orchard. Maria lived there with three children and two grandchildren in 
1855 and by 1865 was residing in the house alone. David Higgins obtained title to the property to alleviate her financial burden 
and let her remain in her home. 


Born in Halifax, Nova Scotia, in 1829, James Savage came to Eastham at the age of eight and lived with Freeman Smith, who 
sent him to Adelphian Academy in North Bridgewater. He gradated the school at the age of twenty, went whaling for four years, 
and then moved into the merchant service as master of vessels in the West Indian, Brazilian, and Mediterranean trade. When he 
was thirty-three, in 1852, he married David Higgins’s daughter Hannah Rebecca Higgins (1831-88), and in 1855 state census 
shows him in a neighborhood at the east end of Brackett Road. In 1860 he and his wife and son James Henry, born in 1854, 
were listed just after David Higgins but owned no real estate; in 1865 they had three children and were listed with Hortons and 
Dills at the north end of Nauset Road. His wife’s health compelled James Savage to abandon the sea by 1869, and, like other 
former master mariners, Savage went into the shore fishery. By 1877 he and Eastham’s Philip Smith, also an earlier shipmaster, 
had begun building “deep-water weirs” in Cape Cod Bay. One correspondent described their efforts in the Barnstable Patriot that 
year: 


1 David Higgins to James Savage, 25 June 1872, BCD 113:476; James Savage to David Higgins, 12 November 1877, BCD 129:442; David 
Higgins to James Savage, 4 October 1879, BCD 177:333. 
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We have more fish weirs than any Town in the County: some five or six. We also send more fish over the Road to 
Boston and elsewhere than any Town in the County. The business of erecting weirs was permanently started by 
Capt. Philip Smith and Capt. James Savage, who by their enterprising and persevering efforts have done much 
for the benefit of the Town by starting a profitable business and increasing their own wealth very much. . . The 
fishing business is the most productive branch of business we have as regard money.” 


This prosperity led to the Savages finding a permanent home in North Easton. James Savage was active in local, county, 
district, and state Republican politics and served the town on the school committee and as commissioner of wrecks from 1879 to 
at least 1885. In April 1888 Hannah Higgins Savage died, and James Savage left Eastham for the west. When he returned in 
November of that year, he stayed in Eastham only briefly. “The hope had been that he would abide with us,” the Patriot reported. 
“He has however gone to Boston with prospects of business.” The next year he sold the 280 Massasoit Road property as well as 
the large vessel he had used in the weir fishery, but he did remain in Eastham: he served on the school committee and was 
trustee of the public library in the 1890s, and he was the first president of the Evergreen Cemetery Association, from 1892 to at 
least 1903. By 1900 Savage had moved in with his married daughter Eulalia Cole, and two years after her death in 1902 he 
acquired her house at 115 Locust Road (EAS.117). When he died in Eastham in 1926, he was ninety-seven years old and the 
town’s oldest resident.? 


In 1889 Savage sold 280 Massasoit Road to Cushing H. Emery of Dennis, who sold it about a year later to Susan C. Hinckley of 
Wellfleet.* Hinckley, born in Wellfleet in 1829, was the wife of James A. Hinckley of Truro, and the 1900 census lists her, her 
husband, and three young boarders in the house along with their son, fisherman Henry B. Hinckley, and his wife Elizabeth and 
daughter Anne. James, Susan, and Henry Hinckley had lived just to the north in the same neighborhood in 1880, when both 
James and Henry were sailors. Susan Hinckley died in June 1905, and two months later her son sold 280 Massasoit Road to 
James Edwin Freeman.° Freeman was born in Truro in 1838 and was a mariner in 1859 when he married Truro native Rebecca 
Lombard Rich; by 1880 they couple and their children had moved to Boston, where Freeman worked as a fish and oyster dealer. 
Freeman owned and occupied the house for less than five years: he died in Eastham in March 1909, and for some reason the 
1905 Eastham map attaches his wife’s name to the house even though he was still living. In his will Freeman left his daughters 
Etta L. Smith and Nellie C. Woodworth $100 each and the rest of his estate to his widow Rebecca until she died, at which point it 
was to pass to daughters Etta and Nellie. Rebecca L. Freeman lived at 280 Massasoit Road with her sister Lydia, long a 
member of her household, in 1910, and she died in October 1916. In March 1919 Etta Smith sold the North Eastham property to 
Phebe Louise Putnam for $100.® 


Born about 1855, Phebe Putnam was the daughter of Chelsea laborer and boardinghouse keeper Simeon Putnam, and in 1870 
she and her brother Freeland were living in that city with her parents and nineteen boarders and servants. Her father died in 
1882, and by 1886 Phebe was living with her mother Vesta Ann Putnam in Chelsea and working as a cashier and later 
bookkeeper. By 1900 she and her mother took in two boarders, one of them Frederick A. Johnson, a clerk for a nautical 
instruments manufacturer. Vesta Putnam died in Winthrop in 1913, and from 1913 to 1924 daughter Phebe lived in the same 
Winthrop house with Frederick Johnson, who worked as a ship chandler. The 1929 Eastham directory shows Putnam as 
Johnson’s housekeeper in the north part of town, and in 1930 Johnson, who is never shown as property owner in deeds, is listed 
with $6,000 in real estate with Putnam as his housekeeper. Both died in the 1930s, and in 1936 Putnam’s brother Freeland and 
sisters sold 280 Massasoit Road to Maurice W. Wiley, who in turn sold it the next year, with a parcel that also included 300 
Massasoit Road (EAS.777) to Emerson B. and Jennie E. N. Wentworth of Roxbury.’ 


Emerson Bristol Wentworth was born in Boston in 1890 and by 1910 was working on a U.S. Navy receiving ship in that city. He 
married in 1921, and in 1928 he was the first sexton for Temple Ohabei Shalom in Brookline, which housed the second oldest 


2 “Eastham: Fishing,” Barnstable Patriot, 27 March 1877, 1; a similar article by the same correspondent, “M. C.,” appeared as “Eastham Items,” 
ibid., 24 April 1877, 1. 
3 “Captain James Savage,” Hyannis Patriot, 30 December 1926, 1. On Savage see also ibid., 13 November 1888, 3; 6 May 1890, 3; 14 
February 1893, 3; 11 February 1918, 4; 1 December 1918, 4; and Yarmouth Register, 13 February 1892, 4. 
4 James Savage to Cushing H. Emery, Dennis, 28 October 1889, BCD 186:243; Cushing H. Emery, Provincetown, to Susan C. Hinckley, 
Wellfleet, 29 October 1890, BCD 190:358. The 1889 deed states that the property was the same as deeded to Savage by David Higgins a 
week earlier, on 22 October 1889, but this deed was not recorded. 
5 Henry B. Hinckley, administrator estate Susan C. Hinckley, to James E. Freeman, 16 August 1905, BCD 276:7. 
6 Etta L. Smith to Phoebe Louise Putnam, 31 March 1919, BCD 367:269. 
7 Freeland C. Putnam, Jessie Putnam Lesher, and Addie Putnam Graypbill, all Long Beach CA, to Maurice W. Wiley, 11 November 1936, BCD 
529:146; Maurice W. Wiley to Emerson B. and Jennie E. N. Wentworth, Roxbury, 12 July 1937, BCD 529:147. 
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Jewish congregation in New England. Emerson continued as its sexton and superintendent through at least 1940, and by 1941 
his Masons membership card identifies him as a “cabin owner” in Eastham, which suggests that he ran a cottage colony for 
summer tourists. The Wentworths were themselves summer residents. By 1942 Wentworth had become working for a chemical 
company in Cambridge. 


In December 1952 the Wentworths sold 280 Massasoit Road to George Russell Wiley.® Born in Eastham in 1889, Wiley was the 
son of farmer Russell D. Wiley, and he worked as a grocery clerk for most of his life; by 1942 he was working at Wellfleet 
Market. He and his wife Susan owned the property until his death, after which, in 1971, his son Russell Clark Wiley sold 280 
Massasoit Road to Russell H. and Lenore M. Horton.° Born in Newton in 1917, Russell Hartwell Horton was the son of George L. 
Horton (1886-1948), an Eastham native and the son of Reuben H. and Cynthia Clark Horton. Russell Horton was a salesman in 
Newton, and he and his wife Lenore Munday Horton later moved to Hanover; for them 280 Massasoit Road was a summer 
home. In 1988 Lenore Horton sold the North Eastham property to Ronald G. and Constance D. Harper, and by 1997 Milton E. 
Wuilleumier had acquired it. In 2015 he sold 280 Massasoit Road to Angela G. Garton, and the property was owned in trust by 
Garton in 2020.'° 
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8 Emerson B. and Jennie E. N. Wentworth to George R. Wiley, 20 December 1952, BCD 888:519. George Wiley’s kinship, if any, with Maurice 
Wiley of North Eastham is unclear. 
® Russell C. Wiley, executor will George R. Wiley, to Russell H. and Lenore M. Horton, Hanover, 7 August 1971, BCD 1522:1200. 


10 Lenore M. Horton, 280 Massasoit Road, to Ronald G. and Constance D. Harper, trustees Wild Country Rose Realty Trust, 5 June 1988, 
BCD 6331:119; Ronald G. and Constance D. Harper, trustees Wild Country Rose Realty Trust, to Chesterfield Development Corporation, 
Boston, 5 January 1995, BCD 8998:108; Chesterfield Development Corporation, Boston, to Cape Cod Cider Mill Farms, 300 Massasoit Road, 
19 July 1994, BCD 9300:87; Cape Cod Cider Mill Farms, 280 Massasoit Road, to Milton E. Wuilleumier, 16 October 1997, BCD 11007:46; 
Milton E. Wuilleumier, 280 Massasoit Road, to Angela D. Garton, 15 August 2015, BCD 29141:46; Angela D. Garton, 280 Massasoit Road, to 
Angela D. Garton, trustee Angela D. Garton Trust, 24 March 2016, BCD 29562:51. The house is depicted on “Plan of Land in Eastham, MA, 
Made for Ronald Harper,” June 1988, BCP 469:82. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from SW. 


View from NE. 
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View of barn and shed from west. 
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